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UNCLASSIFIED 


OBJECT  7IRST  SIGHTED  OV£R  OCEAN  APPROXIMATELY  4 MILES  AWAY,  HEADING 
INLAND  PASSING  OVER  GOC  POST  THEN  OVER  CITY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO.  ESTI- 


MATED ALTITUDE  13,233  FT 


« \J 


3-ERVERS  WERE: 


, SAN  BERN AN I TO,  CALIF, 


5,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIF, 


SAN  FRANCISCO  CALIF. 


6.  CLEAR  WITH  A FEW  SCATTERED  CLOUDS. 

T.  ACCORDING  TO  TH;  AN  FRANCISCO  EXAMINER  DATED  14  FEBRUARY  1953. 
THOUSANDS  OF  PERSONS  OBSERVED  SIMILAR  OBJECTS  OVER  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO 
BAY  AREA  DURING  THE  ,^RLY  MORNING  HCURS  OF  13  FEBRUARY  1S53  AND  AGAIN 
DURING  THE  EARLY  EVENING  OF  THE  SAME  DATE.  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  WEATHER 

V . *f  - r ■ i . , * * i 

BUREAU  REPORTED  A MASS  OF  WARM  AIR  ENCASED  BETWEEN  TWO  LAYERS  OF  ' 

*4  ^ ^ 

COLD  AIR  OVER  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  AREA  AT  AN  ELEVATION  OF  APPRCXI- 


J 


;>  MATELY  3200  FT  DURING  THE  PERIODS  OF  THIS  OBSERVATION.  DR  OTTO  STRUVE, 

. • 

*v  AN  ASTRONOMER,  EXPLAINED  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  THESE  SIGHTINGS  THE  RESULT 

^ ■*  fc  ",  ,,  — « 

OF  AN  INVERSION  CAUSED  BY  WEATHER  CONDITIONS  ACCORDING  TO  THE 
EXAMINER  STORY.  ACCORDING  TO  THIS  NEWSPSPER  MANY  OF  THE  PERSONS 
OBSERVING  THIS  OBJECT  PLACED  IT  BETWEEN  3233  AND  4 37-3  FT  ALT. 
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25 TH  OID  21310  ATTN  INTELLIGENCE.  ATTN  A7IAA-2C. 
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ONE  ROUND,  SLACK  OBJECT  FOLLOWED  3Y  TWO  SILVER  STREAKS  WHICH  APPEAR- 
ED TO  BE  VAPOR  TgAILS . OBJECT  MOVING  AT  MODERATELY  HIGH  SPEED  MANEUVER- 
ING UP  AND  DOWN  AND  ON  ZIG  ZAG  COURSE.  THROBBING  SOUND  HEARD  WHEN 


OBJECT  PASSED  OVERHEAD. 


FRANCISCO. 
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FROM  LINE  OF  SIGHT  OVER  ,SAN 


2.  BETWEEN  1758  AND  182'£PST,  13  FEBRU 


1953. 


3.  VISUALLY  FROM 


GROUND 


| A.  OBSERVERS  LOCATED  AT  CQC  POST,  MT  SUTRO,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIF 


/ 

A 


UNCLASSIFIED 


% ■ 


■ 


f 


Af'PflOVGD  t JUNE  1M 


COUWTUt 


HOOKT  a 


’Jnited  States 


IR-jt-53  yJ 


USA  VS  BLAXK) 


AJR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


mca 


Flying 


San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  California 
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13  February  1953 
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In  accordance  with  AFL  2CO-5,  dated  29  April  1952,  Sublet:  1 Unidentified 

Flying  Gbjecta  Reporting  (Short  Title*  FLIObfiPT ) " , the  following  report  of  an 
unidentified  flying  object  la  submitted. 

On  13  Februasy  1953»  between  1758  and  1820,  PST  four  observers  .canning  a 
OOC  Post  on  top  of  Moult,  Sutro  in  San  Francisco,  California  3i-:hted  an  un- 


identified flying  object.  This  object 


slanted  ovsr  the  ocean  at  an  alti- 


tude estimated  at  10,000  feat.  The  object  was  described  as  round  viith  what 
appeared  to  be  t. nn  var-w- traJ-La  following  it.  The  speed  of  this  ooject  was 
not  estimated  but  it  appeared  considerably  slower  than  that  of  an  aircraft. 

'Jo  sound  was  heard  from  this  object  except  during  the  period  when  it  passed 
over  the  GOC  Post.  The  object  appeared  to  mv?  »in  and  iiad  a sag 

course.  Object  disappeared  over  the  city  of  San  Francisco. 

Inclosed  herewith  is  a copy  of  the  story  pertaining  to  these  objects  as 
prixted  by  the  San  Franc leco  cbiainor  dated  14  February  1953.  According  to  the 

Examiner  thousands  of  persons  in  the  Hay  area  observed  the  sane  or  ainilar 
objects  to  the  one  described  in  this  report  during  the  early  ciorning  hours 
early  evening  of  13  February  1953. 
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An  unidentified 
located  on  top  of  lit 
of  13  February  1953* 


lying  object  was  observed  by  four  members  of  a GOC  Post 
3ut.ro  in  San  Francisco,  California  during  the  evening 


1*  Description  of  object.  One*,  round*  blade  object,  which  appeared.  to 
have  two  a ilrar ..straak a following  it  (possibly  vapor  trails).  Object  appeared 
to  be  gaining  and  losing  considerable  altitude  and  flying  a zig  sag  course, 
ft)  means  of  propulsion  were  observed.  A throbbing  sound  was  heard  appar- 
ently coming  from  the  object  aa  it  passed  overhead  the  GOC  Post  where  the 
observers  wore  located.  The  unidentified  flying  object  disappeared  from  view 
over  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  Object  was  first  observed  approximately  four 
miles  to  the  West  and  over  the  ocean.  Speed  of  this  unidentified  object  ap- 
peared to  oe  slower  than  that  of  a conventional  aircraft. 


2.  line  of  sighting  was  between  1753  and 


3*  banner  of  observation  was  visual  without  aids 
with  this  object  were  reported. 


re  during  sighting  was  on  top  of  Ibunt  Sutro,  3 
unidentified  flying  object  vras  estimated  by  the 
tely  10,000  feet  altitude. 


5.  The  observers  afthia  object  were: 
, Calif; 

ftMMMs  San  Fraifexsco.  Calif. 


6.  The  weather  * 
ted  as  unlimited 


« dear  with  a few  scattered  clouds.  Visibility  was 


7*  According  to  a newspaper  article  concerning  similar  sightings  of 
unidentified  flying  objects  which  appeared  in  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  dated 
14  February  1953*  Dr,  Otto  Struve,  a member  of  the  University  of  California 
Aatroncry  Department  explained  the  numerous  sighting!  of  "flying  saucers"  on 
12  February  1953  aa  being  caused  by  a tenoerature  inversion. 
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Flying  Saucers.  Stories  of  these  mysterious  vehicles  are  legion;  only  rarely, 
however,  is  such  a report  coupled  with  the  name  of  a manufacturer.  Particular  in- 
terest is,  therefore,  attached  to  the  following  two  announcements.  In  the  first 
case,  F.adio  Belgrade  stated  that  a number  of  flying  saucer;;  flew  over  & Eelgrade 
suburb  on  February  15th.  They  were,  it  appears,  developed  by  the  research  depart- 
ment of  the  Jugoslav. Air  Force  and  had  the  following  characteristics:  diameter, 

ijff/iiui  all-up  weight;  & 1/2  lb;  top  speed,  31  mph  with  radio  control.  A further 

"scheduled  for  Marshal  Tito's  birthday". 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  F g*  ~ 

Tilt?  ■*«•<  oral  (j(B»x*r  of  the  American  SS.  '/  Ae  C’a6*«;  t Ci  pir  J.  F. 
. U tty.  Muster,  reports  that  at  074STC?.  3t  T.  Fbr;*rv‘1?>.  losa. 

1 . 26  un  '•  .,  !un.  i i oiV  \V  , he  sigh  t jnish  color*1*’! 
object  about  the  iixi  of  a star  of  first  muguitink*  1 iiliiano*.  It 
as  first  sijfhtal  bearing  2 Ho  ’ altitude  10s  and  .-%t 
. <•  .sky  parallel  to  the  horizon  in  a northerly  direction  for  about 
i > it  azimuth  in  about  - seconds  and  disappeared  into  a cloud, 
file  object  hud  i reddish-orange  tail  with  sew  ml  slight  waves. 

\\ father  clear  with  few  clouds,  wind  SVV.  force  «i,  very  gumi 
\ nihility,  barometer  30.03  inches,  air  temperature  71°  F. 


j 


Second  Officer  O.  B.  ! loobler  of  the  American  SS.  On 

Cnpt:  Or  rtf*  PfrrcTmn,  Master,  reports  that  at  0713  0.  .i.  L.. 

l-/1-  Iffik approximate  position  lat.  2ii  12'  N..  Ion. 
i4  41  W.,  ho  observed  a bright  reddish-orange  meteor.  It  ap- 
peared near  the  star  An  tart*  bearing  131°  altitude  12  (• 

traveled  in  a -draight  line  of  about  300 J and  passed  almost  di- 
rectly over  the  v.*%sel  at  an  estimated  altitude  of  10,000  feet  until 
it  disappeauo  t*  nind  clouds  on  the  horizon  in  the  west.  It  *.vas 
visible  for  about  10  seconds  and  left  a very  bright  reddish  trail. 

■ Wither  clear  With  scattered  clouds  on  the  horizon,  wind  south- 
southeast  force  3,  moderate  sea.  air  temneratm-f*  74"  F 
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Rv  WILL  STEVEN'S 

Blinkv” 


returned  to  *]• 
over  the  San  Francisco? 

jBay  last  night,  flipping?' 

and  flopping  and  swishing! 
s**  something  possessed,  fi 

Tho-j?.inds  on  both  sides  r flf 
IlaVT“w  The  Thin/  w:  S 

;-**«■  • through  .i  I'ouh’o.ta’K 

WJV  the  thirteenth  di  . fl 

f ' v^n  t a Flying  Sauer  i-*  l 
from  Mars  or  Venus— or  arf9 
.ea.'.  n:cn  foik.s  hoped  it  wasn’t. rl 
_w  wa*n*t^  fireball.  Scientists? 

•<>r,  a n<*  rtf 

ike  this  J‘- 
. . and  A13 
*o  tk.u.t-j'. 

4 

— pa 

aircraft.  thcirf'Jt'l 
wild  trieks-jv1 

r^rce  rnr  the.. 
Jets  aloft.  It. 
he  . .:u'v  an-: 


up  ^ ’i- J dotvii 


jj  trails  playinj; 
m Neither  the  ,\ 
[Navy  had  an 
‘.wasn't  a fan 
i Air  Force  we»re 

hurt  night,  and 


w anl 


1 weather  IJurrau 

^>oil  The  bureau  d r'n'f 
its  nightly  radio  batloSn 
1 p.  m..  i/e-m  Oakland 
coupon  it  promptly  g iiioped 
l*h,  toward  San  June 

*f  the  "HI inky"  area  of  or*.*. 
IS—  and  up  to  60.000  feet, 

tftfles  Coiors — — 

thousands  ■ v,e  .(•#. . , 

, *£*  «•  1 • r— amber 

i.  chanrinr  it  nr,  m „n  » 


,'i'ian 


■ at  ft o.n  3 000  to  io.oc  I 
. i.*;  ^ec«  2.m<>  a.  nr.  and] 

•<  a.  m.  earlier  FYida  . < ..era 
t %er-n  the  same  object.  Lasts 
v Bllnky^  cs  i t ba<’k.  * 
ri  lists  ar.J  Weather  Buf 
*i  forecasters  agreed,  how? 
. . that  nature  probably  was 
• It  with  mirrors— or  morel 
firally,  that  a "mirroring 
vViature  inversion”  layer  ire 
ivmr<--pl;ere  v reflecting} 
its  to  produce  Uic  weird  cf> 


So  "Bllnky."  f 5 * u r a tl  v r l ; 

■ .tkf-r.  apart  by  science,  pretty 
vv'.-ll  disintegrated  in  the  process 
of  :*  two-pronged  r \-j  Inn  it  Ion: 

1 — Pro:'c£-.-,)r  id  i d Struve,  | 
chairman  of  the  astren*  i 
orr.y  department  *it  the  Lnl- I 
.-'*rsitv  of  C a I i : orn  if.  ox- 
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LI KK  DtHJ»U8  VKATUSU& 

■ Actually,  the  iky  show  ap- 
proximated a double  feature. 

As  eurlv  as  3:30  a.m.  yester- 
day, “blinky”— before  the  scien- 
tists i-ot  .iway  tn  explaining  him 
I do  just  another  meteorok 
pi  ieromenor  — caused  • y a to 
I pop  at  st  reet  level. 

• Fcr  two  hours  nnd  r'::'Vn  r 
minute*,  his  erratic  t-v.n'Q! 
— -iho  tradition"!  "flying  saucer" 


eky  Jt'olaemp  lioy  ..A’"—.  . 

sighted  i f . "hovering  over  tin- 
H iy,  approximate  i>  halfway  ' <■■ 
tween  Jiunt,-r\  Point  and  Ai 
ne  ilit.  It  stayed  Vrn  r t a?»  nit 
a ridnute,  tiu't!  d'kappe  tred  in  a 
southerly  direction.” 

N OT  V S PA  t K s R ! P. 

Stitt  the  ^dentist.  Donor 
Strove  observed  list  nj|ht-~ 
after  suggesting  the  'inversion  ’ 

I theory: 

"tii're  mm*  tli-se  stuci-rV 
people  .w  are  iioi  ipifi  ships 
from  outer  space.'’ 

It  i--  impossible,  he  s^id,  to 
have  intelligent  human  b'-irgs 
on  any  of  the  planets  ot  ths 
solar  system  except  e.mih. 

Speculating  very  I oadly 
lie  add  id.  •'there  It 


posMbil 

tty  that  Intelligent  human  !>•* 
in;',  are  on  nth<*r  pNn*N  o* 
other  solar  -y  stems — hut  il 
they  *ln  exist)  the  n,,'r,’'i 
would  he  fifty  million 
years  away.” 

One  thin j ru.Nxly  L iw:  ’.’t 
men  parachuting  < uthward. 


M 'p  and  ileum  it 
ii*  tr  moved  to  the 

nur  t 1 -it i d like  a bulb.  Then 

it  rrH»T-*d  south.’* 

SELN  H i'  OTHERS. 

| 

Offi'-r  L r rla  gave  almost  pre  ' 
jciseiy  u.y  same  description.  Si-, 
mulUiMOWlly,  Berkeley  Police 
5*  i -.*• . Robert  Ootrnan  raw  it. 
i At  a am.,  California  High 
1 wav  r^  rolmen  A!  Tutnir  and 
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Thousands  See  'Bulb' 


Whirl  Over  Bay  Area 
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< Continued  from  Pago  One) 

though,  it  was  first  class, 
against  the  vast  panorama  of 
the  sky  itself.  Hundreds  of  tele- 
phone calls  from  both  sides  of 
the  Bay,  the  peninsula,  and  Ma- 
rin County  turned  The  Exam- 
iner switchboard  Into  a minia- 
ture celestial  display  of  lights 
unto  Itself. 

VIEW  FROM  GATE  BRIDGE. 

What,  thousands  saw  was 
characterized  briefly  by  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  Toll  Collector  Fred 
Peterson,  of  143  Irving  Street 
He  said. 

‘I  saw  It  first  at  5:53  p,  m, 
and  for  ftva  minutes  there- 
after, a ewrf  white  light  that 
made  W*  *>ow  circles  In  the 
iky  Just  sbov*  China  Beach, 
It  wasn't  U»  high,  but  high* 
W than  the  bridge  towers,  A 
number  of  motorists  saw  it 
as  :hey  dross  up  the  approach  j 
from  Sa«  IViu^Imo.  It  was 
amber  1,-tured,  changing  to 
stiver  at  lines." 

Civil  f.-e*  Aiiss  Ground  Ob- 
server Curwmeit,  doing  their 
dull  but  vital  lob,  had  a wel- 
come relief  from  watching  stars 
and  hearing  jets  blow  over. 
Watcher  Michael  Moran,  atop 
Mount  Sutso  with  his  GOC  com- 
panions. reported: 
j "Object  sighted:  Round. 
Color:  Black,  with  silver.  Be- 
havior; Went  straight  up,  then 
straight  down;  also  circling. 
Estimated  altitude:  10,000  feet. 
Characteristics:  Two  flicking 
vapor  trails,  definitely  not  Jet 
type.  Sound;  Deep  throb.  Posi- 
tion: Directly  over  tower.  First 
sighted:  5:58  p.  m.  Length  of 
sighting:  Twenty-four  minutes. 
Weather:  Clear.  Visibility:  Un- 
limited." 

THEY  SAW  IT,  TOO. 

That,  agreed  Ground  Ob- 
servers Rudy  Pugh,  Ray  Rogo- 
way  ana  Roy  Homer,  was  pre- 
cisely what  they  saw,  too. 

Among  the  thousands  watch- 


■ at  - , 


Wood  • J"" n Patrol  car  at 
University  Avenue  and  East* 
shore  Highway,  spotted 
"Blinky." 

Turner  declared: 

"It  was  a white  hall  of  light 
or  fire,  approximately  3,000 
feet  high.  It  was  traveling  in 
a westerly  direction,  at  about 
350  to  300  mph,  from  over 
the  Richmond  hills.  It  passed 
directly  over  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge,  There  were  no  trails. 
It  gave  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing a very  bright  electric  light 
bulb  In  midair," 

Wood  added: 

"It  was  too  slow  for  a fall- 
ing star  or  meteor." 

SPOTTED  FROM  BRIDGE. 

At  5:20  a.  m , Highway  Pa- 
trolman James  Morgan,  on  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge,  picked  it 
up  through  binoculars.  Said 
Morgan : 

"j  first  saw  it  mcr  Alcalrar, 
traveling  west.  It  appeared  to 
be  3,000  feet  high,  judging  by 
the  height  of  the  700  foot 
bridge  towers.  There  was  no 
noise.  It  wn*t  perfectly  round 
in  shape,  »nd  of  bright  but 
ing  the  skies,  scientists  at  Lick!  not  brilliant  -\tiit<-  color.  I 
stall  But  then,  at  a 4.200  level.}  watched  it  for  two  minut*% 
Observatory  didn’t  see  anything  and  saw  It  disappear  past  the 
they  couldn’t  train  their  glass  " “ ’ 

downward,  And  ‘'Blinky*'  was 
jiving  around  at  3 000  f*?eL  Gd- 
dsen'ersatMomson  Planetarium 
‘in  Golden  Gate  Park  didn’t  -sec 
Uu  either. 
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EXPLAINED-* 

mmit  of  worm  mir,  developing 
between  l wo  layer*  of  cold  eir, 
acU  m reflector  of  light, 
Attrononur  Otto  Struve  ieid  to 
cxpltminf  the  gJeam  over  the 
irtft,  Hi*  theory  wr«  sup* 
ported  b j rtporti  from  the 
Weether  B man. 


Farallon 
At  that  Fta^c.  it  was  seer  ar.  1 
similarly  described  by  lookouts 
at  fh<!  Mount  Tamalpais  Ranger 
Station. 

At  6:  IS  A.  m.  yesterday. 


